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KEY MESSAGES

Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all is the aim of Sustainable 
Development Goal 7 (SDG7). This goal is therefore a driving force in human development and well being, 
strengthening institutional trust and peacebuilding. At the same time, energy poverty is closely linked 
to fragility, instability, marginalization and weakened political systems. SDG16 aims to combat all these 
while also strengthening institutional trust and peacebuilding.

The synergies between SDG7 and SDG16 are therefore clear, with the Global Platform for Action (GPA)  
on Sustainable Energy in Displacement Settings a good example of this common interest.

The GPA was launched in 2018 and is steered by its 15 members. These include both United Nations 
agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). By building partnerships to scale renewable 
energy in humanitarian and displacement contexts, the GPA also improves livelihoods, reduces emissions 
and strengthens institutional trust.

This policy brief sets out the linkages between SDG7 and SDG16 further, while presenting the following 
recommendations to strengthen their synergies and achievements. 

Those recommendations are:

•	 Integrate energy into humanitarian, development and peacebuilding frameworks. Energy access 
for displaced and conflict-affected communities should be included in national development plans, 
refugee response strategies and voluntary national reviews (VNRs). Energy access should be 
considered a peace dividend that enhances institutional legitimacy and social cohesion.

•	 Mainstream gender equality and social inclusion in humanitarian energy policies and programmes. 
The meaningful participation of women and marginalized groups in energy planning should be 
supported in order to promote inclusive and non-discriminatory decision-making.

•	 Strengthen data and coordination. Investment in harmonized humanitarian data systems, locally 
sourced insights and cross-sectoral platforms should take place, in order to fill information gaps, 
improve accountability and align energy provision with peace and justice outcomes.

•	 Mobilize innovative finance. Blended finance, concessional loans, guarantees and mechanisms such 
as peace renewable energy credits (P-RECs) should be used to de-risk investment in fragile markets 
and incentivize private actors. This should be done while ensuring projects deliver social and equity 
dividends that build institutional trust.

•	 Prioritize decentralized renewables. Off-grid and community-owned renewable energy should 
be scaled up to bypass fragile infrastructure and ensure sustainable access for displaced, 
conflict-affected and marginalized populations. 
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Energy underpins economic development and human wellbeing. It can also deliver social, 
environmental and political dividends that promote peaceful, inclusive societies and 
effective, accountable institutions – goals which are also the focus of SDG16. 

The 2024 SDG7 report of the United Nations General Assembly underscored that access  
to clean, affordable energy was foundational in poverty eradication, food security, 
prosperity and the empowerment of women and young people.1 Conversely, energy 
poverty was linked to fragility, marginalization, weakened political systems and insecurity.2 
Without reliable energy, institutions struggle to deliver services, justice systems falter and 
communities face exclusion and instability3. 

Yet, at the same time, the Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report, 2025 from 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) noted that in 2023, approximately 666 million 
people lacked access to electricity, worldwide, while 2.1 billion lacked access to clean 
cooking.4 In addition, among 6.3 billion people in 109 countries, 1.1 billion lived in acute, 
multidimensional poverty.5 These deficits amplified hardship, widened inequalities and 
heightened fuel conflicts – especially in displacement settings. Over 90 per cent of 
households in refugee camps lacked electricity access and over 80 per cent lacked modern 
cooking solutions.6 Vulnerable groups, particularly women, children and the elderly, bore  
the brunt of these deficits, undermining the humanitarian, development and peace nexus.

Actions under SDG7 can therefore yield synergistic benefits for SDG16. Uninterrupted 
access to electricity and modern cooking solutions, for example, can protect communities 
from violence and conflict (the goal of SDG16.1). This can help reduce sexual and 
gender-based violence (SGBV) linked to firewood collection, which also helps fulfil the 
goal of combatting SGBV stated in SDG16.1.3. Uninterrupted access to electricity can also 
improve safety in communal spaces (SDG16.1.4), while modern, clean cooking solutions 
can reduce the negative health impacts of traditional cooking methods, helping fulfil 
SDG16.1. In addition, reliable energy in schools, healthcare centres and police stations 
improves services and strengthens institutions’ capacity to uphold peace and justice 
(SDG16.3 and SDG16.9). 

1. The Interlinkages Between SDG7 	
	 and SDG16 

Community-led Energy Builds Stronger Institutions

In 2024, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) installed over 20 000 solar 
streetlights and solarised clinics and water pumps in refugee camps, worldwide. This improved services 
for refugees and host communities while also strengthening public trust.7 Displaced and conflict-affected 
communities often lack participation in such initiatives, however. Without inclusive governance, progress 
towards SDG7.1 (access to energy services) and SDG16.7 (inclusive decision making) will remain limited. 
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Fragile institutions and siloed approaches weaken both SDG7 and SDG16. Strong 
governance and policy alignment are critical to expand energy access and sustain peace. 
Yet institutions are often undermined by corruption, instability and limited capacity.8 While 
VNRs recognize governance-development synergies, very few countries explicitly include 
energy access as a peacebuilding element in policy.9 

In addition, humanitarian, development and peacebuilding actors often operate in silos. 
Humanitarian organizations focus on short-term energy fixes, while development plans 
often overlook displaced people, or prioritise grid expansion in cities. Peacebuilding also 
typically centres on mediation rather than energy. This results in limited joint interventions 
for SDG7 and SDG16. 

At the same time, while energy policies usually prioritise economic growth, they 
often neglect conflict-prone areas and undermine cross-sectoral synergies. National 
electrification plans commonly focus on urban and industrial centres, leaving marginalized 
and/or conflict-affected regions behind.10 Meanwhile, humanitarian energy standards 
 aim for “basic access” (Tier 1–2 services)11 only. These meet statistical SDG7 targets,  
but fall short of higher-tier access to power schools, clinics or agricultural activities, such 
as refrigeration and irrigation services. These are, however, essential for justice, protection 
and institutional legitimacy.12 

Humanitarian and political budget cycles are short, impeding long-term investments  
in sustainable energy. Many refugee camps that have existed for over 20 years still rely 
on temporary energy solutions.13 Short-term government and donor cycles discourage 
long-term institutional reform and focus instead on quick, visible projects that risk 
undermining trust without community engagement.14 Persistent conflict compounds  
these challenges, as recovery from energy poverty often takes years after conflicts end.15 

2.	At the Crossroads of SDG7 and SDG16: 
The Humanitarian, Development and 
Peace Nexus 
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At the same time, conflicts can include the deliberate targeting of energy infrastructure 
(power plants, grids or fuel supplies), as they are strategic assets and their destruction 
adds pressure on populations. This demonstrates how energy is weaponized in war, with 
the destruction of energy infrastructure also eroding essential institutions21,22 while raising 
multidimensional energy poverty.23,24 

Widening inequalities and geopolitical confrontations also make joint advances in SDG7 
and SDG16 more difficult.25 These challenges are compounded by climate change and 
competition over scarce resources.26 

That competition – often over oil, gas, and hydropower – has historically instigated 
violence, while inequitable electricity distribution has exacerbated inequalities.27 In 
displacement contexts, energy scarcity can intensify tensions between refugees and 
host communities. For example, competition over firewood can worsen environmental 
degradation and heighten the risk of SGBV.28 

Decentralized Renewables as Peace Dividends

Decentralized renewable energy (DRE) can deliver both energy access (SDG7) and governance benefits 
(SDG16) in fragile and displacement settings. Unlike centralized grids, they are faster to deploy and less 
vulnerable to capture or disruption. Below are some recent examples of successful DRE deployment:

•	 Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo: Solar streetlights reduced violence and improved 
confidence in the authorities. This demonstrated how energy services can reinforce social stability 
when delivered strategically.16 

•	 South Sudan: Shifting from diesel-fired generators, which were often controlled by armed groups,  
to solar-hybrid mini-grids cut fuel-route conflicts and improved access for marginalized communities.17

•	 Kenya: A solar mini-grid in Kalobeyei settlement was expanded from 60 kilowatts (kW) in 2019  
to 541 kW in 2022, powering 2 276 households, 404 enterprises and 36 institutions. This reliable 
electricity enhanced health and education services, reduced food waste through refrigeration,  
piloted electric cooking, and involved refugees in operations.18 

•	 Ethiopia: In Dollo Ado, energy cooperatives composed of refugee and host community members 
received training to manage solar streetlights, in-home systems and mini-grids powering five health 
centres. This boosted safety and accountability through shared governance.19,20 
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Meanwhile, financing gaps weaken both energy access and institutional resilience. Chronic 
underinvestment in fragile and conflict-affected contexts undermines the delivery of both 
SDG7 and SDG16. In terms of United States dollars (US$), achieving universal energy 
access requires US$ 45 billion annually for 120 million people, yet the current investment 
level falls short by more than half.33 Displacement settings alone require over US$ 10 billion 
by 2030. Governance reforms and peacebuilding also remain chronically under-resourced.34 

At the same time, humanitarian budgets have shrunk: UNHCR had only 23 per cent of its 
required funds by mid-2025, following a 52 per cent gap in 2024.35 Energy projects rarely 
feature in humanitarian appeals and, as agencies focus on “life-saving minimums”, solar 
lighting and clean cooking programmes have been reduced. Additionally, fragile contexts 
deter private investors due to weak or complex legal and administrative processes, 
corruption and security risks. Many fragile states remain locked in fossil fuel dependence 
and informal energy systems, undermining equity and institutional legitimacy.36 

In addition, exclusionary governance weakens sustainability and fuels inequality. Many 
energy projects remain top-down with limited local participation. Women, youth, indigenous 
groups and displaced populations are frequently excluded from decision-making, contrary 
to SDG16.7 (inclusive decision-making) and SDG16.b (non-discriminatory laws and 
policies). This often results in ill-suited and unaffordable solutions, such as stoves that  
do not align with local cooking practices. This leads to low-uptake, poor maintenance  
and a lack of ownership. 

SDG7 lacks gender-specific indicators and disaggregated data, masking intersectional 
inequalities in access and outcomes.37 Women remain underrepresented in governance, 
but shoulder disproportionate burdens of energy poverty through unpaid fuel collection, 
health risks and SGBV exposure.38 This perpetuates inequalities and undermines social 
cohesion.39 Embedding gender-responsive and inclusive policies is not only a matter  
of equity, but also essential for achieving both SDG7 and SDG16. 

Recent Conflicts and Their Energy Impacts

•	 Ukraine (2024-2025): Coordinated strikes on energy facilities left millions without heat or power, 
crippling hospitals and schools.29 

•	 Sudan (since April 2023): Two years of conflict have devastated refining capacity, forcing  
households and hospitals to rely on costly diesel.30 

•	 Gaza (March 2025-July 2025): Fuel blockades shut down desalination plants, sewage  
networks and health facilities, exacerbating risks for water and health services and escalating 
humanitarian crises.31,32 
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•	 Embed energy access in development, governance and peacebuilding. Energy should 
be integrated into national development, refugee response plans and the VNRs of 
SDG16. This integration should also be undertaken according to the principles of justice, 
gender equality and inclusion to ensure energy provision is fair, responsive to diverse 
needs and gives affected communities a voice in decision-making.40 Utilize participatory 
“peace engineering” approaches41 to use energy access to strengthen governance 
capacity and institutional legitimacy.

•	 Leverage international cooperation and multilateralism. Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) should be aligned so that they include energy access for  
displaced and conflict-affected communities.42 Platforms such as the Energy Compacts 
(US$ 1.4 trillion pledged) and the Global Refugee Forum (US$ 2.2 billion pledged)  
should be used to mobilize funding.43 Global energy initiatives should support peace  
and justice frameworks in order to ensure that solutions are adaptive to diverse political 
and institutional realities.

•	 Improve data, monitoring and coordination. Investment should be made in national 
statistical systems. These should be complemented by local data collection in order  
to properly assess how energy access impacts the outcomes of peace, resilience  
and justice. Cross-sectoral platforms such as UN Energy, GPA and ESMAP should 
harmonize indicators and disseminate results across the humanitarian, development 
and peace nexus. 

•	 Prioritize decentralized renewable energy in fragile and displacement contexts. 
Decentralized and community-based renewable energy should be scaled-up through 
market based delivery models that reduce reliance on volatile diesel or biomass supply 
chains and enhance local development and social cohesion. Renewables should be 
deployed in humanitarian and peacekeeping operations to provide energy in camps, 
bases and logistics hubs. This will deliver immediate cost, security and climate 
dividends while laying the foundations of long-term energy infrastructure.

•	 Safeguard the continuity of clean cooking as a protection measure. Clean cooking 
access should be acknowledged as a core protection and justice intervention that  
can reduce SGBV risks, environmental degradation and tensions between communities 
over firewood collection.44 Multi year, ring-fenced funding and market-based clean fuel 
solutions (including electricity and liquefied petroleum gas [LPG]) should be provided  
in conflict and displacement settings to reduce SGBV and deforestation while 
reinforcing peace and security. 

3. Policy Recommendations 
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•	 Mobilize blended finance for energy and governance outcomes. Climate finance, 
concessional loans, blended finance and innovative mechanisms – such as P-RECs 
and energy peace bonds – should be scaled up in order to de-risk investments in fragile 
markets. Link energy projects to social outcomes. Solar electrification or clean cooking 
solutions in schools, for example, can improve the delivery of education, as well as 
enhance institutional legitimacy.

•	 Mainstream gender equality, social inclusion and meaningful participation. Socially 
inclusive approaches in energy governance should be embedded as enablers of peace 
and security. Women’s entrepreneurship, leadership and participation in energy planning 
should be promoted. Participatory consultation processes that include displaced people, 
host communities and marginalized groups (such as women, youth, indigenous people 
and people with disabilities) should be ensured. This will enhance community ownership 
of energy projects and strengthen both institutional trust and social cohesion. 

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN SDG7 AND SDG16 8



1	 See UNSG, Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all: Report of the 
Secretary-General, United Nations, New York, 2024, https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4064948?v=pdf  
(accessed 24 November 2025).

2	 See Khalid, U., Shafiullah, M., Chaudhry, S.M., “Does conflict aggravate energy poverty?”, Energy Policy, Vol. 194, 
114317, November 2024, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2024.114317 (accessed 24 November 2025).

3	 See Lentschig, H., et al., Why renewable energy matters in the context of peace and stability, Clingendael Institute, 
2023, https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/Clingendael_Policy_Brief_Renewables_for_
Peace.pdf (accessed 24 November 2025).

4	 See IEA, et al., Tracking SDG 7: The energy progress report, World Bank Publications, Washington DC, 2025, 
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/fc78dc81-8167-4c41-b8a6-e3386fecf957/TrackingSDG7TheEner-
gyProgressReport%2C2025.pdf (accessed 24 November 2025).

5	 See United Nations Development Programme, GLOBAL MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX 2025: Overlapping 
Hardships: Poverty and Climate Hazards, UNDP, New York, 2025, https://hdr.undp.org/content/2025-global-multi-
dimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI (accessed 24 November 2025).

6	 See GPA, The state of the humanitarian energy sector: Challenges, progress and issues in 2022, GPA,  
UNITAR, Geneva, 2022, https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/SOHES.pdf (accessed 24 
November 2025).

7	 See UNHCR Annual Report on Sustainable Energy 2024, UNHCR, Geneva, https://www.unhcr.org/media/2024-an-
nual-report-sustainable-energy#:~:text=The%20report%20highlights%20UNHCR's%20progress,for%20
Sustainable%20Energy%202019%2D2025 

8	 See Korchunov, D., and S. Rosenberg-Jansen, Sustainable Energy Access for Crisis Recovery: Renewable Energy 
Solutions for Crisis Affected Communities in the Arab Region, UNDP, New York, 2022, https://www.undp.org/
publications/dfs-sustainable-energy-access-crisis-recovery-renewable-energy-solutions-crisis-affected-commu-
nities-arab-region (accessed 24 November 2025).

9	 See UNDP, Voluntary national reviews through the lens of peaceful, just and strong institutions, UNDP, New 
York, 2024, https://www.undp.org/publications/2025-voluntary-national-reviews-through-lens-peace-
ful-just-and-strong-institutions (accessed 24 November 2025).

10	See endnote 3 above. 

11	Tier 1. This is the lowest level, and provides energy for an average annual consumption of 22 kWh per 
household. In concrete terms, this is barely enough to switch on a few lightbulbs, charge a phone or turn  
on a radio; Tier 2. This covers ten times the consumption of level 1, providing for an annual use of 224 kWh  
per household. It enables the operation of general lighting, air circulation systems and even a television.  
Source: https://www.enelgreenpower.com/learning-hub/gigawhat/search-articles/articles/2023/01/
energy-access-tiers 

12	See ESMAP, Beyond connections: energy access redefined (Technical report 008/15), The World Bank Group, 
Washington DC, 2015, https://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Topics/Energy%20and%20Extract/
Beyond_Connections_Energy_Access_Redefined_Exec_ESMAP_2015.pdf (accessed 24 November 2025).

13	See UNHCR, Settlement Layout Optimization - Appropriate Communal Open Spaces (COS), UNHCR, 2023, https://
www.unhcr.org/ie/media/settlement-layout-optimization-appropriate-communal-open-spaces-cos (accessed 24 
November 2025).

14	See UNDP, Making progress on SDG16: Unlocking the power of example, UNDP, New York, (2024), https://www.
undp.org/publications/making-progress-sdg-16-unlocking-power-example (accessed 24 November 2025).

15	See endnote 2 above.

16	See endnote 3 above.

17	See endnote 3 above.

Endnotes

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN SDG7 AND SDG16 9

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4064948?v=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2024.114317
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/Clingendael_Policy_Brief_Renewables_for_Peace.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/Clingendael_Policy_Brief_Renewables_for_Peace.pdf
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/fc78dc81-8167-4c41-b8a6-e3386fecf957/TrackingSDG7TheEnergyProgressReport%2C2025.pdf
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/fc78dc81-8167-4c41-b8a6-e3386fecf957/TrackingSDG7TheEnergyProgressReport%2C2025.pdf
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2025-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI
https://hdr.undp.org/content/2025-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi#/indicies/MPI
https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/SOHES.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/media/2024-annual-report-sustainable-energy#
https://www.unhcr.org/media/2024-annual-report-sustainable-energy#
https://www.undp.org/publications/dfs-sustainable-energy-access-crisis-recovery-renewable-energy-solutions-crisis-affected-communities-arab-region
https://www.undp.org/publications/dfs-sustainable-energy-access-crisis-recovery-renewable-energy-solutions-crisis-affected-communities-arab-region
https://www.undp.org/publications/dfs-sustainable-energy-access-crisis-recovery-renewable-energy-solutions-crisis-affected-communities-arab-region
https://www.undp.org/publications/2025-voluntary-national-reviews-through-lens-peaceful-just-and-strong-institutions
https://www.undp.org/publications/2025-voluntary-national-reviews-through-lens-peaceful-just-and-strong-institutions
https://www.enelgreenpower.com/learning-hub/gigawhat/search-articles/articles/2023/01/energy-access-tiers
https://www.enelgreenpower.com/learning-hub/gigawhat/search-articles/articles/2023/01/energy-access-tiers
https://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Topics/Energy%20and%20Extract/Beyond_Connections_Energy_Access_Redefined_Exec_ESMAP_2015.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Topics/Energy%20and%20Extract/Beyond_Connections_Energy_Access_Redefined_Exec_ESMAP_2015.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/media/settlement-layout-optimization-appropriate-communal-open-spaces-cos
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/media/settlement-layout-optimization-appropriate-communal-open-spaces-cos
https://www.undp.org/publications/making-progress-sdg-16-unlocking-power-example
https://www.undp.org/publications/making-progress-sdg-16-unlocking-power-example


18	See UNHCR, 2023. Access to Clean Energy in Displacement Settings Case Study: Kenya. UNHCR. https://www.
unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/clean_energy_case_studies_kenya.pdf (accessed 9 December 2025)

19	See Betts, A. and R. Bradenbrink, The IKEA Foundation and livelihoods in Dollo Ado: lessons from the cooperatives 
model (RSC Research in Brief 17), Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford, 2020, https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/
publications/the-ikea-foundation-and-livelihoods-in-dollo-ado-lessons-from-the-cooperatives-model (accessed 
24 November 2025).

20	See Sandwell, P., et al., A Roadmap for Energy Access in Displacement Settings: Ethiopia, GPA, UNITAR, 2024, 
https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/A_Roadmap_for_Energy_Access_in_Displacement_
Settings_Ethiopia_Report_2024.pdf (accessed 24 November 2025).

21	See Gebreslassie, M.G. and S.T. Bahta, “Ethiopia needs peace to accelerate its SDG7 achievements,” World 
Development Perspectives, Vol. 30, 100507, June 2023, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wdp.2023.100507 (accessed 
24 November 2025).

22	See endnote 2 above.

23	See Shettima, A., et al., “The impact of conflict on energy poverty: Evidence from sub-Saharan Africa,” Resources 
Policy, Vol. 86, Part A, 104090, October 2023, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2023.104090 (accessed 24 
November 2025).

24	See Wang, D., et al., “Exploring the role of armed conflict in progress toward Sustainable Development Goals: 
Global patterns, regional differences, and driving mechanisms,” Geography and Sustainability, Vol. 6, Issue 6, 
100355, December 2025, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geosus.2025.100355 (accessed 24 November 2025).

25	See United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, SDG7 policy briefs in support of the UN 
High-Level Political Forum 2025: Maximising the benefits of energy action for good health, gender equality and 
decent work to leave no one behind, UNDESA, 2025, https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_
briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf (accessed 24 November 2025).

26	See endnote 20 above.

27	See endnote 3 above.

28	See Ndahimana, E., J. Hangi and S. Rosenberg-Jansen, Humanitarian Energy Outlook 2023, GPA, UNITAR, Geneva, 
2024, https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/HEO_2023.pdf (accessed  
24 November 2025).

29	See ACAPS, 2025. Ukraine: Energy infrastructure attacks: updated outlook and impact during the 2024–2025 cold 
season. ACAPS Analysis Hub. https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250219_ACAPS_
Ukraine_-_Energy_infrastructure_attacks-_Updated_outlook_and_impact_during_the_2024-2025_cold_season_.pdf 

30	See Abdelaziz, K., Siddig, E., 2025. Sudan war shatters infrastructure, costly rebuild needed. Reuters. https://www.
reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-war-shatters-infrastructure-costly-rebuild-needed-2025-05-28/ (accessed 9 
December 2025)

31	See Helbig, F., Al-Kaddo, H., Onsager, J.E., 2025. Restoring Dignity: The Urgent Need for Energy Access in Gaza. 
2025 Energy Assessment for Gaza - Humanitarian Operations and Household Needs. Shelter Cluster (Palestine), 
NRC and NORCAP. https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/gazas-energy-crisis-threatens-lives-and-hu-
manitarian-response/2025-energy-assessment-for-gaza_norcap-report.pdf (accessed 9 December 2025)

32	See OCHA, 2025. Humanitarian Situation Update #306 | Gaza Strip [WWW Document]. U. N. Off. Coord. Humanit. 
Aff. - Occup. Palest. Territ. URL https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-306-gaza-strip 
(accessed 8.28.25).

33	See endnote 4 above and IEA, et al., Tracking SDG 7: The energy progress report, World Bank Publications, 
Washington DC, 2024, https://www.iea.org/reports/tracking-sdg7-the-energy-progress-report-2024 (accessed  
24 November 2025).

34	See endnote 20 above and endnote 6.

35	See UNHCR, Global Report 2024, UNHCR, 2024, https://www.unhcr.org/publications/global-report-2024 
(accessed 25 November 2025) and UNHCR, Underfunded Report 2024, UNHCR, 2024, https://www.unhcr.org/
publications/underfunded-report-2024 (accessed 25 November 2025).

36	See endnote 4 above.

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN SDG7 AND SDG16 10

https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/clean_energy_case_studies_kenya.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/clean_energy_case_studies_kenya.pdf
https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/publications/the-ikea-foundation-and-livelihoods-in-dollo-ado-lessons-from-the-cooperatives-model
https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/publications/the-ikea-foundation-and-livelihoods-in-dollo-ado-lessons-from-the-cooperatives-model
https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/A_Roadmap_for_Energy_Access_in_Displacement_Settings_Ethiopia_Report_2024.pdf
https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/A_Roadmap_for_Energy_Access_in_Displacement_Settings_Ethiopia_Report_2024.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wdp.2023.100507
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2023.104090
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geosus.2025.100355
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf
https://www.humanitarianenergy.org/assets/resources/HEO_2023.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250219_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Energy_infrastructure_attacks-_Updated_outlook_and_impact_during_the_2024-2025_cold_season_.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250219_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Energy_infrastructure_attacks-_Updated_outlook_and_impact_during_the_2024-2025_cold_season_.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-war-shatters-infrastructure-costly-rebuild-needed-2025-05-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-war-shatters-infrastructure-costly-rebuild-needed-2025-05-28/
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/gazas-energy-crisis-threatens-lives-and-humanitarian-response/2025-energy-assessment-for-gaza_norcap-report.pdf
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/gazas-energy-crisis-threatens-lives-and-humanitarian-response/2025-energy-assessment-for-gaza_norcap-report.pdf
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-306-gaza-strip
https://www.iea.org/reports/tracking-sdg7-the-energy-progress-report-2024
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/global-report-2024
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/underfunded-report-2024
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/underfunded-report-2024


37	See endnote 20 above.

38	See IEA, SEforALL, World Bank, ESMAP, Roadmap for the Brazil G20 Presidency’s clean cooking strategy, World 
Bank Group, 2024, https://g20.utoronto.ca/2024/Roadmap_for_the_Brazil_G20_Presidencys_Clean_Cooking_
Strategy.pdf (accessed 25 November 2025) and endnote 20 above.

39	See United Nations Women (UN Women) and United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), 
Gender equality and the sustainable energy transition, UN Women and UNIDO, New York and Vienna, 2023, https://
www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Gender-equality-in-the-sustainable-energy-transition-en.pdf 
(accessed 25 November 2025).

40	See Rafa, N., R. Khalid, S.M.N. Uddin, “Energy access and sustainable development for displaced populations: 
Achieving energy justice in the Rohingya refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh”, Energy Research and 
 Social Science, Vol. 114, 103621, August 2024, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103621 (accessed 
25 November 2025).

41	See Yarnall, K., et al., “Peace engineering as a pathway to the sustainable development goals”, Technological 
Forecasting and Social Change, Vol. 168, 120753, July 2021, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.120753 
(accessed 25 November 2025).

42	See United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Advancing NDC implementation: Insights from UNEP’s NDC 
Action Project, UNEP, Nairobi, 2025 https://www.unep.org/ndc/resources/policy-brief/advancing-ndc-implemen-
tation-insights-uneps-ndc-action-project#:~:text=Policy%20brief-,Advancing%20NDC%20implementation%3A%20
Insights%20from%20UNEP's%20NDC%20Action%20Project,%2C%20Uganda%2C%20Morocco%20and%20
Bangladesh (accessed 25 November 2025) and UNEP, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Integrating 
displaced populations into national climate change policy and planning, UNEP, IOM, Nairobi and Geneva, 2023, 
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/e7a850fe-54d1-41d6-b266-6be7d1ebc108 (accessed 25 November 2025).

43	See UN-DESA. (2025). SDG7 policy briefs in support of the UN High-Level Political Forum 2025: Maximising the 
benefits of energy action for good health, gender equality and decent work to leave no one behind. https://www.
un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf 
(accessed 9 December 2025) and UNHCR. (2024). Outcomes of the Global Refugee Forum 2023. UNHCR. 
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/outcomes-global-refugee-forum-2023.pdf (accessed 9 
December 2025).

44	See Joint Response Plan, Joint Response Plan 2025-26: Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis. Rohingya Refugee 
Response Bangladesh, Inter Sector Coordination Group (ISCG), UNHCR, IOM, 2025, https://data.unhcr.org/en/
documents/details/115687 (accessed 25 November 2025).

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN SDG7 AND SDG16 11

https://g20.utoronto.ca/2024/Roadmap_for_the_Brazil_G20_Presidencys_Clean_Cooking_Strategy.pdf
https://g20.utoronto.ca/2024/Roadmap_for_the_Brazil_G20_Presidencys_Clean_Cooking_Strategy.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Gender-equality-in-the-sustainable-energy-transition-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Gender-equality-in-the-sustainable-energy-transition-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103621
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.120753
https://www.unep.org/ndc/resources/policy-brief/advancing-ndc-implementation-insights-uneps-ndc-action-project#
https://www.unep.org/ndc/resources/policy-brief/advancing-ndc-implementation-insights-uneps-ndc-action-project#
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/e7a850fe-54d1-41d6-b266-6be7d1ebc108
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025_policy_briefs_in_support_of_the_high-level_political_forum-071525b.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/outcomes-global-refugee-forum-2023.pdf
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/115687
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/115687


Published by the United Nations  
Copyright © United Nations, 2025 
All rights reserved


